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OBSERVATIONS. 


News; politics; theology, literature, Hatural Hiftéry, and the 
fine atts, have all been induftrioufly provided for by various inftititions, and 
each by nuierous periodical publications; while Health and Agricultere, 
fubjeéts, which, in one way Or another, ‘ conte homie to évéry man’s bujineys antt 
bofom,” have been in a meaftire negle&ed ; at leaft, nothing heretofore has ever 
been attempted in a way, all circumftances confidered, fo as to put thé means of 
information on thefe fubjets fairly within the reach of every perfon. To effet 
fo defirable an end, is the defign of this publication. It has “for its objet the 
widtft diffufion, and the greateft pofhble extent of the knowledge of the béft 


“ieans of preferving the heaith, and of promoting the agriculture, of a growing 


and an exteufive country: Thefe confiderations, it is hoped} will be received as 
a fufficient apology for having, at this time, added another to the number of 


* periodical publications; which, at the prefent day, {Olicit the patfotiagé of the 
public. 


Idle fpeculation and mere theory, unfupported by faéts, core not within thé 
defign of this work. A humbler, and, as we conceive, a moré ufeful intention 
with us, is, to colle& and bring forward that inforniation, which fhall be 
calculated ‘to fupply the wants and relieve the néceffities of mankind, and 
thereby render human life more comfortable; information by which thé 
cauliiess of the land may be multiplied, and the toils of the Hafbaddman 
fhortened. It is to extend the boundaries of knowledge and of fkill, in the 
important concerns of rural and domeftic life; to catch improvemenits as they 
rife; to excite inquiry where itis not; to call forth obfervation; to bring 
forward faéts; and, “by inculcating the importance of ordinary things and of 
practical, every day truths,” to render the great body of our fellow-citizens 
more healthy, wealthy, underftanding, and happy. 


To this end, the joint co-operation of every friend to health and agriculture id 
moft anxioufly folicited. Books are before us, and from thefe, many and various 
important articles will often be fele&ed. But what we are particularly folicitous 
ta obtain, is, the obfervations, the praftices, the growing experience of medical 
and praétcal hufbandmen, in dur country; by which “health, in any inflance, 
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2 OBSERVATIONS. 


may have been preferved; difeafe more fuccefsfully combated; the caufes 
and the acceffion of our epidemics better afcertained; the induftry of our country 
more happily direéted ; expenfes diminifhed ; the fertility of the foil increafed ; 
and which, being generally ‘promulgated and known, might extend the benefits 
refulting from fuch itiprovements and difcoveries, uniformly and extenfively 
through the country. The want of an education, it is hoped, will, in no inftante, 
be offered as an apology for the withholding of thefe fervices. Every mancapa- 
ble of correé&t obfervation, is capable of becoming a valuable correfpondent to this 
work. He need not go far afide from his ordinary concerns. Nature is the 
proper theatre for the ftudy of thefe arts; fields and bed-chambers of the fick, 
the beft apartments. It is not the manner, but the matter, which muft ftamp 
the value of fuch communications. ‘* Many of our praétical hufbandmen, who 
add found judgment to nice obfervation and long experience, accumulate large 
flores of knowledge ; and too frequently, this not being perpetuated by writing 
or printing, dies with him, whofe life was expended in the colle&tion of it.”* 
How much precious information, in this way, has been loft to mankind! We 
would fondly anticipate better things of many, who may honor this work with 
their attention. A medium of communication is here fet open, through which, 
every on¢ is folicited, in the language moft natural and eafy to himfelf, to 
come forward, and propofe his doubts, fuggeft his inquiries, or communicate 
his knowledge, to the public eye. ‘‘ When every one contributes fomething, 
general improvement progrefles, and the fum of knowledge, thus accumulated, 
will quickly refemble thofe extenfive and fathomlefs waters, which were 


colleéted from a variety of {mall ftreams.”’+ 


We cannot conclude thefe obfervations without noticing our fenfe of gratitude 
and obligation, to thofe gentlemen and focieties, who, at our folicitation, have 
engaged us their fupport, and the favor of their communications, for this work. 
The knowledge and the experience of thefe gentlemen, many of them, in 
Medicine and Agriculture, their zeal for improvements, and the ardor of their 
inquiries, promife, in time, the acquifiuon of much ufeful information to the 
public. Alfo, gentlemen of the clergy, to whom our communications have 
been addrefled, who, in many inftances, by a prompt attention to the objeés of 
thofe communications, have rendered us very important fervices ; they alfo will 
be pleafed to accept the affurances of our high confideration and refpe. We 
will not withhold from them and the public, our expefations of their ufefulnefs 
and importance to us, in the prefent undertaking. Being, many of them, 
gentlemen of much agricultural information ; alfo pofleffing {cience ; and placed 
as they are, in fituations to fee, notice, and obferve the rife, progrefs, and 
termination of difeafes, particularly epidemical difeafes; praétices and 
improvements in agriculture, together with extraordinary incidents of every 
kind, each one in his own town or parifh; under thefe circumftances, our 
expeftations are unto them, for much important information. 


Thus have we endeavored, by a few obfervations, to give a general illuftration 
of our defign. Of our induftry and fuccefs in the execution of it, it muft now 
be fubmitted to the public to form an opinion from the execution of the work.. 


Bofton, Fanuary, 1806. 
® Editors of the Medical Repofttory. . + Rev. Mr. Foster’s Oration. 
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MEDICAL. 


MEDICAL. 


POOL LM 


DR. ADAMS, 


ONE object ‘contemplated in your publication, as I 
find it expreffed in the profpectus of the work, is, “To inftruét 
the attendants on the fick how they may beft aid the means 
prefcribed by their phyfician.” Comporting with this defign, 
I fend you the following extra&t from Dr. Parxrnson’s Med- 
ical Admonitions, which I have a defire to fee publifhed in the 
REGISTER, and which I moft devoutly wifh may receive that 
general and particular attention, to which, by its importance, 


it is juftly entitled. . 
Your’s, &c. C. D, 
January, 1806. 


The Defpair and Ina&:vity of Nurfes, under certain Circumftances, 
often fatal to their Patients.—An Inability of Swallowing, by neo 
means fo common as it is conceived to be.—The Way in which 


Nurfes are deceived.—How to proceed under [uch Appearances. 


«¢ ON the appearance of thofe fymptoms, more efpecially 
in fevers, which in general are fuppofed to be the harbingers 
of death, the defpair and inactivity produced in the minds of 
the attendants, however much to be regretted, can by no 
means be wondered at, the fymptoms feeming to thew that 
death muft foon put an end to the calamities of the unhappy 
fufferer. So great a degree of defpair, indeed, poffeffes the 
by-ftanders, in thefe diftrefling cafes, that frequently, when 
the medical man fees confiderable ground for hope, they will, 
in the ftrongeft terms, condemn all attempts for his recovery, 
as ufelefs and cruel, fince they imagine, by thefe fuppofed vain 
attempts, his torments are increafed, and their duration pto- 
longed. To the frequency with which this idea is adopted, 
may be attributed the death of numbers; for it feldom hape 
pens, when this notion is entertained, that the ftrongeft re- 
moniftrances of the phyfician can produce the leaft exertions 
of the attendants, except indeed during the time he is prefent 5 
for imraediately after his departure all exertions ceafe. Such 
conduct cannot find a fufficient excufe in mifapplied tender- 
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neis, fince the confequence refulting from fo culpable an omif- 
iion, may be the death of one, who otherwife might have been 
faved; for, in all the long catalogue of difeafes to. which we 
are fubject, there are none in which fymptoms of fo alarming 
an appearance are to be found, and where fo great a poffibility 
of recovery may exift, as in putrid, nervous, and bilious fevers. 
Inftances of recovery from thefe difeafes have been fo really 
_ wonderful, that fo long as the patient breathes, his attendants 
thould not devote themfelves to defpair, but thould perfift in 
-their endeavors with unabated affiduity. 

“ [r is a circumftance that muf have occurred often to every 
- medical man, that having l¢f.ga patient in one or the other of 
«thefe fevers, with the moft earneft entreaties to his attendants 

to fupply him regularly with medicines, and almoft conftantly 
with drink, and with nourithment, he fhall be told at his next 
vifit, that they have not been able to procure the fwallowing 
of a drop of either ; when, perhaps, if the phyfician himfelf 
fhould make the trial, he would experience very little difficulty 
in getting him to {wallow a confiderable quantity. 

«© To afcertain the caufe of this difference of fuccefs, in the 
different attempts of the nurfe and the phyfician, and to point 

out the proper method to be ufed in thee fituations, fhall now 
_be attempted. 

“In the advanced periods of thefe fevers, the brain and the 
whole nervous fyitem are in fo deranged a ftate, that a flight 
ftimulus feldom excites the correfponding idea which it was 
ufed to produce in health. When, therefore, a patient. is in 
this ftate, the merely emptying a {poonful of liquor into the 
mouth, is not fufficient to excite thofe mufcles into aétion, by 

which the aét of {wallowing is performed. ‘The liquor, there- 
‘fore, remains ifi the mouth, until it efcapes out at the corner 
of the lips; or elfe, from a drop infinuating itfelf into the 
‘windpipe, the whole quantity, from the violence and fudden- 
‘nefs of the irritation, is thrown forcibly out at the mouth and 
notirils. 

«<The appearances, in either of thefe cafes, feem, at firft 
‘fight, to warrant the conclufion that is ufually drawn from 
‘them, that the patient has totally lf the power of fwallowing. 
‘But if the patient be fo much aroufed from his delirious or 
*comatofe ftate, as to be apprized of the nature and intention of 
“the endeavors that are making, he wil! generally be found 
*ready enough to affiftthem. After roufing him, by gently 
‘ thaking, {peaking to him, raifing him in the bed, &c. a fpoon 

filled with the liquor that is intended to be given him, fhould 
be put mto his mouth, moving it about againft the tongue, 
lips, and fides of the mouth, until he is difcovered to have 





















































AGRICULTURAL. 5 


fwallowed the few drops that have fallen from the fpoon ; it 
now appearing that the mufcles ferving to deglutition [fwal-— 
lowing} are capable of performing their office, the whole 
quantity is to be poured into the mouth, and followed by as 
much more as may be thought neceffary, fince, afrer having 
been thus roufed into aétion, it will be fome little time before 
they relapfe into their previous ftate of infenfibility. 

«It is believed, by a careful attention to thefe rules, the 
fufferings of the fick, in many inftances, would be greatly 
mitigated, and oftentimes that lives might be faved.” 
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Remarks on Fruit Trees.—Their Siate of Decay.—Often oceofoned 
by injudicious Pruning.—A View of Mr. Forfyth’s Made of 
healing and reftoring ta Heath and Vigor all wounded and 
decayed Trees. 


"LHE culture of the apple tree forms a capital object - 
in American hnfbandry. And, indeed, when we confider the 
abundant, pleafant, wholefome,and exhilarating beverage which 
the fruit of this tree affords, we cannot too much applaud the 
defign. The mode of culture, however, is very defedtive: 
perhaps there is no branch of American hufbandry, which 
calls more loudly for réform. ‘The pruning of trees efpecially, 
as it is but too generally practifed, is truly durbarous, if it be 
allowable fo to fpeak of wounds, mutilations and bruifes. : 

On entering an orchard, our attention is fuddenly and forci- 
bly arrefted by the rotten, hollow, and decayed ftate of almoft 
every tree arrived to maturity. Look to the forefts; we do | 
not there fee fo much deformity, fo many fymptoms of difeafe. - 
This argues that fomething is amifs. 3 

Nature is continually holding out intimations of her defigns, 
would men but attend to them. Her operations are always . 
correct, and never directed to deceive; and he who follows — 
nature, watches her intimations, feconds her efforts, and 
{tudies her defigns, is unqueftionably the ableft phyfician, the 
beit furgesu, and the moft fuccefsful cultivator. 

On the cutting off of a.limb, or the beating off of the dar 
from a tree, what follows? A new bark or kind of callous ring | 
arifes, gradually extending itfelf to cover the wound; plainly 
intimating, that the denuded part cannot be left expofed to 
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the direét influence of the fun, and of the weather, without 
injury to the tree. If the limb cut off be fmall, and the tree 
young, nature, unaflifted, generally effects her purpofe, and 
covers the wound with new wood and bark. But if the limb 
be large, or the tree old, her intentions are ufually fruftrated ; 
the wound is covered but in part. Nature failing in her 
efforts, the callous ring or lip ceafeés to be extended, forming 
a hollow or cavity of the central part, where the rain or fnow 
is very apt to lodge, which, penetrating between the bark and 
the wood, dried and cracked by hard frofts or a warm fun, 
promotes that fermentation with the natural juices, which is 
the certain fource of difeafe and rottennefs ; which extending 
further every year, the tree foon becomes hollow, and goes to 
decay. Such is the ftate and the untimely end of many of 
our fruit trees. 

What {kin is to an animal, the fame is bark to a plant or 
tree. They are the citadels ‘4 ies and cannot be broken 
through without injury and difeafe, or even death, unlefs the 
breaches be repaired.’ How, therefore, to repair all fuch 
breaches in trees, whether caufed by pruning or by accidental 
injury ; how to affift nature in her efforts, fo as to heal all 
wounds, however extenfive, inflicted in them, covering the 
tree again with new, frefh bark; nay more, how aétually to 
fill up hollow and decayed trees with new and found wood, fo 
as to leave no fpot or blemifh ; how to do all thefe things, it 
may be gratifying to many of our readersto know. The pro- 
cefs for thefe operations has lately been delivered, in a treatife 
on the culture and management of fruit trees, by W1Li1am 
Forsyru, gardener to the king of England. His dependence 
for thefe extraordinary effects, is en a certain compofition, ap- 
plied in a liquid ftate, and laid over the wounded or injured 
part of the tree with a (painter’s) brufh. ‘This compofition is 
aflerted to be of a foft and healing nature, poffeffing an ab- 
forbent and an adhefive quality, and by refifting the force of 
wafhing rains, the contraction of nipping frofts, and the effects 
of a warm fun or drying winds, effectually excludes the perni- 
cious influence of a changeable atmofphere, while the procefs 
of healing regularly advances underneath, till the wounded or 
injured part is completely filled up with new wood and cov- 
ered with frefh bark. This method of Mr. Forfyth’s, for 
healing and reftoring wounded and decayed trees, foon at- 
tracted the notice of many gentlemen of high rank and of 
government. ‘The following are his words to the commiflion- 
ers, appointed by parliament to examine into the efficacy of 
his compofition. 
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«¢ After many years clofe application, and ftrictly critical 
obfervation, I am fully convinced, that upon the excifion of 
the decayed part, and the application of a compofition, it is 
poffible to heal avy wounded tree, and even to reftore it to its 
former health, if there be only an inch or two of bark remain- 
ing, to carry on the circulation of the vegetable economy. 
This is no theory, but is demondtrated by a great variety of 
experiments on fruit and foreft trees'in his majefty’s gardens 
at Kenfington, now under my care; and which trees, upor 
examination, have convinced all thofe who viewed them, of 
the practicability of producing the fineft, cleaneft, and moft 
prolific branches from ftumps in a ftate of decay; and with 
confidence I can affert, that I have fucceeded fo well with his 


. majefty’s fruit trees, that by cutting out the difeafed and dead 


wood, the trees have produced more and finer fruit in two 
and three years, than a tree newly planted will in thirteen or 
fourteen years,” 

After a very attentive and minute examination into the 
procefs and mode of cure by Mr. Forfyth, as well as the effects 
which his remedy has produced on trees of various kinds and 
ages in the royal gardens at Kenfington, the feveral objects of 
their inquiry being followed by the cleareft convittion of the 
great public utility which would refult from a general applica- 
tion of the remedy, the commiffioners were pleafed to make a 
reprefentation of it to the lords of his majefty’s treafury, under 
whofe fanétion it was fubmitted to the confideration of the 
houfe of commons, an addrefs prefented to the crown, and 
£4000 ordered by his majefty to be given Mr. Forfyth, for 
making known to the public the materials of his compofition, 
with the method of preparing it, as well as the mode of its 
application ; all which we thall now lay before our readers. 





** Royal Gardens, Kenfington, May 11, 1791. 


“ Direétions for making a Compofition for curing Difeafes, Defects, 
and Injuries, in all kinds of Fruit and Foreft Trees, and the 
Method of preparing the Trees and laying on the Compofi tion. 
By WituiaM ForsyTuH. 


«TAKE one bufhel of frefh cow-dung, half a bufhel of 
lime rubbith of old buildings, (that from the ceilings of rooms 
is preférable;) half a buthel of wood-afhes, and a fixteenth part 
of a bufhel of pit or river fand: the three laft articles are to 
be fifted fine before they are mixed; then work them well 
together with a fpade, and afterwards with a wooden beater, 
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until the. ftuf is very. fmooth, like fine plafter ufed for the 
ceilings of rooms. 

« The compofition being thus made, care muft, be taken to 
prepare the tree properly for its application, by cutting away 
all the dead, decayed, and injured parts, till you come to the 
freth found wood, leaving the furface of the waad yery fragoth, 
and rounding off the po of the bark with a draw-knife, or 
other inftrument, perfectly fmooth, which mutt be parsiewlsriy. 
attended ta; then lay on the plafter, about one-eighth of an 
tach thick, all oyer the part where the wood or bark has been 
fo cut away, finithing off the edges as thin as poflible; then 
take a quantity of dry powder, of wood athes mixed with a 
fixth part of the fame quantity of the afhes of burn bones, put 
it into a tin box with holes in the top, and thake the powder 

an the furface of the platter, till the whole is coyered over 
bh it, letting it remain for half an hour, to abforb the moif- 
ture ; then apply more powder, rubbing it on gently with the 
hand, and repeating the application of the powder till the 
whole platter becomes a dry, fmooth furface. 

« All trees cut down near the ground, (for the purpafe of 
raifing new trees or {hoots from their raots;) fhould haye the 
furface (the top of the ftump) made quite {mooth, rounding it 
off in a fmall degree, as before mentioned ; and the dry pow- 
der directed to be ufed. afterwards, fhould have an equal quan- 
tity of powder of alabafter mixed with i ity in order the bother 

to refift the dripping of trees and heayy rains. 

“If amy of the compofition be left for a future occafion, it 
faould be kept in a tub, or other vetlel, and urine of any kind 
poured on it, fo as to cover the furface, otherwife the ee 

phere, will greatly hurt the efficacy of the application. 

«Where lime rubbith of old buildings cannot be eafily gat, 
take pounded chalk, or common lime, after having been flacked 
a month at leaft. 

« As the growth of the tree w ill gradually affeét the plafter, 
by railing up its edges next the bark, care fhould be taken, 
where that happens, to rub it over with the finger, when occa- 
fion may require, (which is beft done when moiftened by rain,) 
that the plafter may be kept whole, to prevent the air and wet 
from penetrating into the wound.” 


EN 
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“¢ Add:tijonal. Direétions for Making and Ufing the Compofition, 


«< TO the foregoing directions for, making and applying 
the campolition, it is neceffary to add the following. 
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« As the beft way of ufing the compofition 4s found, by ex- 
perience, to be in a liquid ftate; it muft, therefore, be reduced 
to the confiftence of pretty thick paint, by mixing it up with 
a fuSicient quantity of urine and foap-fuds, and laid on with’a 
painter’s brufh. ‘The powder of wood afhes and burnt bones 
is to be applied as before directed, patting i down with the 

«“ When trees are become hoilow, you muft fcoop out ail 
the rotten, loofe, and dead parts of the trunk, till you come to 
the folid wocd, leaving the furiace fmooth ; then cover the 
hollow, and every part where the canker has been cut out, or 
branches lopped off, with the compofition ; and, as the edges 
grow, take care not to let the new wood come in contact with 
the dead, part of which it may be fometimes neceflary to leave; 
but cut out the old dead wood as the new advances, keeping a 
hollow between them, to allow the new wood room to extend 
irfelf, and thereby fill up the cavity, which it will do in time, 
fo as to make, as it were, a new tree. If the cavity be large, 
you may cut away as much at one operation as wilbbe fufficient™ 
for three years; but in this you are to be guided by the fize 
of the wound, and other circumftances. When the new wood, 
advancing from both fides of the wound, has almoft met, cut 
off the bark from both the edges, that the folid wood may 
join, which, if properly managed, it will do, leaving only a 
flight feam in the bark. If the tree be very much decayed, 
do not cut away all the dead wood at once, which. would weaken 
the tree too much, if a ftandard, and endanger its being blown 
down by the wind: it will, therefore, be neceffary to leave- 
part of the dead wood at firft, to ftrengthen the tree, and to 
cut it out by degrees, as the mew wood is formed. If there be 
any canker or gum oozing, the infected parts muft be pared 
off, or cut out with a proper inftrument. When the ftem is 
very much decayed and hollow, it will be neceffary to open 
the ground and examine the roots.” 


‘Fhus have we given the outlines of 2 work, which has ex- 
cited much attention in the natural world. Mr. Forfyth’s 
method of treating fruit and foreft trees, has alike fucceeded 
ia the cold atmofphere of Ruffia, under the burning funs of 
India, and, in a variety of inftances, has been adopted in 
America. We fhall now add the following extracts from let- 
ters of good authority, fhewing what confidence is to be at- 
tached to this mode of treating fruit and foreft trees, by Mr. 
Forfyth. 
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Extraé? from the Introduéion to the American Edition, by Wirrran | 


CopsettT, who formerly refided fome Years in Philadelphia, to 
Mr. James Pavt, fenior, of Bufileton, in Pennfylvania. 


« DURING the laft fummer, (1801) I went with a party 
of friends, to be an eye witnefs of the effects (of which I had 
heard fuch wonders related) of this gentleman’s [Mr. Forfyth’s] 
mode of cultivating and curing trees; and though my mind 
had received a ftrong prepoffeffion in its favor, what I faw very 
far furpaffed my expectation. Mr. Forfyth, whofe book was 
not then publithed, did us the favor to fhew us the manufcript 
of it, and alfo the drawings for the plates, which are now to 
be found at the end of the work. After having read thofe 
parts of the manufcript which more immediately referred to 
the drawings, we went into the gardens, and there faw every 
tree which the drawings were intended to reprefent, and of 
which we found them to be a moft exa¢t reprefentation. 

«“ We examined thefe trees from the ground to the topmoft 
branches ; we counted the joints in the wood, afcertained the 
time and extent of its growth, and, in fhort, verified every fact 
that the bookrelated. ‘To raife fine flourifhing wood from an 
old, cankered, gummy, decayed {tem ; to raife as much wood 
on that {tem in three years, as could have been raifed on the 
fineft young tree in twelve years; to take the rotten wood 
from the trunk, to replace it with found wood, aétually to fill 
up the hollows, and of a mere fhell to make a full, round, and 
folid trunk.: all this feems incrédible, but of all this we faw 
tndubitable proof.” . 


a ee 
vee 


Extra of a Letter from Peter W. Yates, Efg. of Albany, 
dated September, 1803, to the Editors of the American Edition 
of Mr. Forfyth’s Treatife on Fruit Trees. 


_ © TO renovate difeafed trees faft haftening to decay, and 
to increafe the quantity and meliorate the quality of the fruit, 
im the way by him [Mr. Forfyth] prefcribed, feemed to me 
almoft incredible ; but, as in the animal kingdom, defperate 
remedies are fometimes applied to cure defperate difeafes, and 
the fkilful furgeon will amputate a limb to fave thé body, I 
was induced to attempt it in the vegetable kingdom, and there- 
fore hefitated not a moment to make the experiment. I pur- 
fued the mode of procefs prefcribed by Mr. Forfyth. One of 
my firft experiments was in May, 1796, on a young bearing 
(Boncretien) Pear tree, the bark whereof, as well as the albur- 
num or fap-weod, and the heart-wood, were dead from the 
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pond upwards about five feet. I cut away all the dead part, 
eaving nothing but the bark on the oppofite fide, and applied 
the compofition. The effects were foon vifible. The external 
part of the wound (which compofed about the one-third part 
of the trunk) was in a few days furrounded by a callus or lip, 
which continued to increafe, until the fap-flow was obftructed 
and ftagnated by the next autumnal froft; but by the fubfe- 
quent annual flow of the juices, the callus increafed, fo as to 
fill the wounded part with new wood. The old and new 
wood united, and is covered with new bark. 

“I forbear giving a particular detail of any more individual 
inftances ; let it fuffice for me to fay, that I at the fame time 
made fimilar experiments on fome Plum, Cherry, Peach, and 
Apricot trees, and have annually, in the vernal months, con- 
tinued the operation on fuch of my fruit trees as became in- 
fected ; fome of which are almoft healed, and others in a pro- 
greffive ftate of improvement ; nor has any one cafe of failure 
occurred, where all the defective wood was carefully extirpated, 
and the compofition duly applied. 7 

“TI am therefore fully fatisfied, that Mr. Forfyth’s remedy 


affords a radical cure for difeafes, defects, and injuries in all 


kinds of fruit trees ; and that it may with equal fuccefs and 
advantage be applied in this climate as in England. But 
whether in a more northern or fouthern latitude, an alteration 
in the confiftence of the compofition may or may not be re- 
quifite, in order to fuit the extremes of heat and cold, time 
and experience will demonftrate. 

«< Encouraged by the fuccefs of thefe trials and experiments, 
i have made it a prattice, in pruning my fruit trees, efpecially 
where large amputations are made, to apply fome of the com- 
pofition to every wound ; it prevents the exuding of the vege- 
table juices through the wounded parts; it aids and precipitates 
the healing of the wounds, promotes the vigor and health of 
the trees, and adds to the fize and flavor of the fruit.” 


Extra& from the fame, on the proper Time for the Pruning of Trees. 


« TO autumn and winter pruning, may be attributed the 
difeafes and rapid decay of many fruit trees in feveral orchards ; 
for then the fap-flow is on the decline, and ftagnated; the 
wounds are expofed to the inclemency of the weather, which 
produces canker and mortification, and they perifh. ‘The prac- 
tice of pruning in the fpring, when the fap juice is in brifk 
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motion, is preferable to any other feafon of the year. Mr. 
Forfyth’s reafons for this are, in my opinion, forcible and con- 
ciufive.” 

Some further obfervations on this fubject, and how far this 
mode of treating fruit trees, by Mr. Forfyth, may be advan- 
iageoufly adopted by the moe a in thefe ftates, may be ex- 
peéted in cur next number. 


ee eae ARTICLES. 


ODL Lh” 


ARTICLE I. 


Obfervations on the Importance of accurate Recordp being kept of the 
Difeafes and Deaths in every Town.—Minifters the bef | fituated 
for the keeping of fuch Re ecords ; cemmunicated in a Letter 
from the Rev. ERENEZER Hu ; : dated Mafon, December, 
4805. To which is added, fome topographical Defcription of 
the Town, together with a Bill of Mor tality for eight Years. 


TO BR. DBD. ADAMS. 


| HAVE been long perfuaded, that an accurate record 
of deaths and difeafes, kept in inthe feveral towns in a country, 
publifhed annually, and collected and preferved in fome public 
regifter, would not only form a hiftory of the progrefs and 
decline of difeafes, but might greatly aflift in the improvement 
of the medical art. Such a record appears highly important, 
in a country like this, rapidly increafing in population, agricul- 
tural improvement, and refinement, not to fay luxury. 

Some topographical defcription of the oe as well as num- 
ber of inhabitants, manner of living, &c. may render fuch 
publications more ufeful, efpecially in determining whether, 
and if fo, how difeafes proprefs, im proportion to the increafe 
of population, cultivation of the land, and changes in the mode 
of living | 

There are no perfons who appear to be placed in a more 
favorable fituation to keep fuch records, than the fettled min- 
ifters in our feveral towns, as they are not only generally 
called to attend funeral folemnities, but alfo to vifit the cham- 
bers of the fick, m their focieties. And as far as this may 
have even a remote tendency to alleviate the miferies. of their 
fellow velnetealia it cannot be confidered an object unworthy 
their attention. J doubt not moft of my fathers and brethren 
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MISCELLANEOUS ARTICLES. a3. 
have kept records far more critical and ufeful than I have been 
able to do; and that they will need no further inducement to 
make public fuch communications as are important, but only 
to have a proper repofitory for them ; fuch your Medical ond 
Agricultural Regifler promifes to be. ‘Thofe who have not 
been caféful to preferve fuch records, it is prefumed, have 
neglected it becaufe they had no profpect of further ufefulneis, 
than nierely their own fatisfaGion. It is hoped this excufe 
will now be removed. ead 

Agreeably with your requeft, I fend you with this, my 
record of marriages, births, and deaths for the paft year; and 
in addition, fome extracts from my bill of mortality for eight 
years paft: if thought worthy attention, they are-at your 
fervice. You have, fir, my warmeit withes for fuecefs im your 
promifingly ufeful undertaking. 


Your friend and hutble fervaiit, 
EBENEZER HILL. 
Majfon, December, 1805. . 


Topographical Defcription of Mason. 


MASON, in New Hamphhire, is fituated in the vicinity 
of the Monadnock mountains. It hes about fix miles north 
and fouth, and five miles eaft and weft. ‘The furface is hiily, 
_and the hills generally large fwells. ‘he foil, in moft parts of 
the town, is ftrong and good, but rocky. ‘There are no natural 
.ponds, nor extenfive meadows: the itreams are rapid. . ‘The 
vallies are narrow, and the inhabitants moftly fettled on the 
high lands. ‘The firft permanent fettlement in the town. was 
in the year 1752. It was incorporated in 17685 at which 
time the number of rateable inhabitants was only 76. ‘The 
prefent number, and increafe of population of late, may be 
nearly known by the cenfus taken in the year 1£00, which 
gives the number 1179. 


Bill of Mortality for eight Years, ending November 1805. 
Eryfipelas - - . 
Hooping Co 
| Salt Rheum 

| Drowned 
| Suddenly 


Years: Births. Deaths. | 
4% 5 
lo 6 

12 


3916 


Complaints. 
Confumption 27 
Dyfentary 20 

ever 13 


inf 
Seen ent 


Complaints. 
Rickets’ 


Gravel 
Diabetes 


_ 1798 
1499 
1660 


: 1801 
1802 


Hydroceph. Int. . 


16 
95 21 
29 


16 
34 


1803 
1804 
1805 _20 
Total, deaths 122 


20 


Palfi 

= ae 
Trop 

J an! 





Do. and Spina 
Bifida 


1 

i 

1 

Worms & Cank. 1 
1 

1 

Hydrophobia ~ 1 
i 


Mortification 


Stull born 


Old age: 





Unknown 


Child birth _ 
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CONSUMPTION, 
No. Ages. | No. Months. 
2 infant. 1 in Feb. 

é under go | 2— March. 


(6 children; 4 in Nov. and Dec. 1800, all in 
one neighborhood and family connexion ; 2 
in O&. 1801. 
1 man about 60, in Nov. 1800; and 1 woman 
—- 25|4—April. | about 40, in June, 1801; both in the fame 
6 g0|}6—May. »x family connexion with the 4 above menticned. 
2 — 35|1—June. 9% (6 in Auguit and Sept. 1809, all under 5 years. 
a — 4o{|1—July. st 
2 —— 45 3 Oa" 1800, 1 bilious putrid, Jan.; 1 nervous, June. 
3a 


SENTARY 











a 5O * | 1802, 1 in Jan.; 2 in.March, above 60; 1 in 
eo — 55|2—-Nov. >4 April, above go; 1in Sept. underi2. 
4 —— 62 | 3— Dec. | 1803, 1 in Feb. aged 14; 11n Auguft, 27; 11n 
655i Sept. 16. 

Remarks. 


1801.—Of old age, a woman, aged 97; of a feeble confti- 
tution and febrile habit, till advanced 40 years. 

1803.—This year a fever of the bilious kind prevailed in 
this town, but moftly confined to one corner. From the firft 
of June to the laft of December, 51 perfons were attacked 
with it. But very few inftances occurred, where the fever 
made its appearance in a family, and any of the family ef- 

id it. 

1805.—Very fuddenly, a perfon recovering from a fever, 
and able to walk the houfe; without any previous complaint, 
fhe fell from her chair and immediately expired. This year 
hooping cough has been epidemic in this town. 

It may, perhaps, be worthy of remark, that out of 60 adults, 
who have died in this town in the laft eight years, 27‘ have 
been fwept away by confumption ; only 6 more by all other 
difeafes than by this very formidable one. The proportion 
has been nearly the fame for 15 years, only 12 more by all 
other difeafes. Of the 27 victims to this fatal diforder, in the 
laft eight years, 17 were females. 


— 


ARTICLE Il. 
A Caution to Perfons expofed to extreme Golds 


ONE effect of extreme cold, on the human body, feéms 
to be that of producing a ftrong and almoft unconquerable, 
difpofition to fleep. ‘This appears evident, upon recollecting 
the effects of cold, as defcribed in the firft voyage of captain 
Cook, for making difcoveries in the fouthern hemifphere. 
During his ftay at Terra del Fuego, Mr. Banks and Dr. Solane 
der, witha party compofed of draughtfmen, &c. had made an 
excurfign into the interior of the country. It being eight in 
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the evening, the blafts of wind very piercing, and the fnow 
falling thick, they were pafling through a fwamp, towards a 
wood, in the covert of which they propofed to build a hut, and 
kindle a fire, to defend themfelves from the feverity of the 
weather. Dr. Solander, having often pafled over mountains 
in cold countries, was fenfible, that extreme cold, when joined 
with fatigue, occafions a drowfinefs which is not eafily refifted : 
he A et entreated his friends to keep in motion, however 
difagreeable it might be to them. His words were, “ Who- 
ever fits down, will fleep; and whoever fleeps, will wake no 
more.” Every one feemed accoepy armed with refolution ; 
but, on a fudden, the cold became fo intenfe, as to threaten 
the moft dreadful effeéts. It was now very remarkable, that 
the doctor himfelf, who had fo forcibly admonifhed and alarm- 
ed his party, was the firft that infifted to be fuffered to repofe. 
In f{pite of the moft earneft entreaties ‘of his friends, he tay 
down amidft the fnow; and it was with difficulty they kept 
him awake. One of the black fervants alfo became weak and 
faint, and was on the point of following this bad example. A 
party was therefore detached, to make a fire at the firft com- 
modious fpot they fhould find. Mr. Banks and four more 
remained with the doctor and Richmond the black, who with 
the utmoit difficulty were perfuaded to come on; and when 
they had traverfed the greateft part of the fwamp, they ex- 
preffed their inability a going any further. When the black 
was told, that if he remained there he would feon be frozen to 
death, his reply was, that he was fo much exhaufted with 
fatigue, that death would be a relief to him. Dr. Solander 
faid, he was not unwilling to go, but that he muft firft take 
fome fleep; {till perfifting in acting contrary to the opinion 
which he had himfelf delivered to the company. Thus re- 
folved, they both fat down, fupported by fome bufhes, and in 
a fhort time fell afleep. Intelligence now came from the ad- 
vanced ‘party, that a fire was kindled about a quarter of a mile 
further on the way. Mr. Banks then awoke the doétor, who 
had already almoft loft the ufe of his limbs, though it was but 
a few minutes fince he fat down; neverthelefs, he confented 
to go on: but every meafure taken to relieve the black proved 
1effectual. : 

Thefe circumftances cannot be too generally known. And 
the minds of thofe perfons, who in this way may be expofed to 
luffer, can hardly be fufficiently fortified with refolution, to 
refift a difpofition which it is fo natural to gratify, but which 
indulged, muft fo certainly prove fatal. 
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NOTE I.—+To Gentlemen of the Clergy. 


E are defirous of exhibiting, 
eof the a a year, a ¢or- 





“at the clofe. 
a, O far as poffible, 2 complete 
EL of Moz TALITY for the State; 


prefening, in one. cormprehenfive view, 
1 aera? of deaths, ages, fex, and 
eales; prevailing epidemics, their 
accefion, progtefs, and decline. In 
erder to this, -will be required, that 
the. fa€ts neceffary to the forming of 
fuck 4 bill, Be collected front all the 
feveral cowns thidughout the common- 
pepkth. Wherefore, lemten, con- 
idering the favorable fituation in which 
you are placéd, for the making of fuch 
ons,that many. of you are 

alréady in the habit of ic; and farther, 
perfuaded of your prompcinads and zeal 
to cotopérate, fo far as circamftances 
ib 0 phoncen y ihay place it in your 
power, a lelign; havinB for its ob- 
jett the afcerta ing more effeftually 
thé prevalent dife ¢s, their probable 
caufes, mortality, connexion with the 
feafons, and the comparative healthi- 
nefs of e féveral towns in this com- 
Monwealth ; you are therefore moft 
sefpe&tfally folicited to undertake a 
regular and a correé& record of the 
fiumber Of deaths; the date, age, fex, 
dnd yas Nad am : ~ tate 
ity ; prevailing epidemics, the time o 
tes ageefiio their progrefs, decline, 
able caufes, if any may be known, 

48 ftagnated waters; uncleanlinefs, four- 
i. ! ionj modes of living, 
c. ftates of the weather, and fuc! 


othér obfervations as to you may appear 


NOTE Il. 

HOW’ to afford the greateft im- 
provémeént to'the reader, with the Leaf 
expenfe, has been an obje& with us, 
m forming the defign of this work. 
Hente it‘is, that it appears in the man- 
ner in which it is now prefented,—zn- 
itched and without a cover. To have 
added théfe, muft have enhanced the 





price; and to have enhanced the price, . 


muft have-put it out of the reach of 
many families, where now the expenfe 





important to be reeordéd and know : 
to which may be atided, the namber of 


a and ¢f births in each town; 
Thelé obletedtions fof the prefent yeat 
will Glofe with Decertber next ; and 
the fining. of the general couit, am 
January, 1807, will prefent a very fa- 
vorable Opportunity for fofwardin 
fuch cot ications to the Bookftor 
of Mefirs. Manning & Loring, Na. 2; 
Cornhill. In thofe towns whee there 
aré two or more fertled miniftets, it 
will be neceflary they have an under: 
ftanding together, fo that their bills; 
callettively, may be correét for the 
whole town: and in thole towns whéré 
there is no fertled minifler, we beg t6 
be permitted to look to the town-clerk, 
affifted by the phyficians in the place, 
for the éxecution of thefe fervices. 

Aifo, gentlemen of the clergy in the 
adjacent {tates, fo far as they may come 
to 2 knowledge of our defign, wil 
oblige us $y like Communications. 

Every one, on a moment’s refle&tion, 
muft be convinced of the importance 
of fuch a general and extended courfe 
of obfervation. In this we hope to 
receive general patronage; and, in a 
thing of fo much moment, it 1s our, 
expeftation, that every Sra, of 
Whatever profeffion in life; fo far as he 
may have an opportunity, will en- 
deavour to promote and ¢xtend the 
knowledge of our defign. ‘The thing 
is very pra&icable and eafy for afl, bat 
is extremely difficult, and even impof- 
fible, to be effe&ted by one or a few. 


To the Readers of the Regifter. 


will be fupportable and eafy. We 
would, however, advife our readers, 
not to. negleé-the doing of this them- 
felves. Every family is in the poffef- 
fion of needles and of thread, and we 
would advife them to fitch each nutn- 
ber into fortie kind of cover, fo a3 to 
porters the numbers clean, handy to 

referred to on any occafion, and. in 
good order for binding, at the clofe of 


the volume. 
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, - CONDITIONS OF THE REGISTER. 


Pustiss#ep monthly, the laft Wednelday of every month, at One Dollar per 
annum, delivered at the office, payable half yearly. 
= —S=== 





SS 
Conpuctep zy DANIEL ADAMS, m.B. 
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